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WHAT IS LENT?
Lent is a season of preparation leading up to Easter. It is the forty
days plus the six Sundays before Easter. For centuries, it has been
observed as a special time of self-examination and penitence. Lent is
a time for concentration on fundamental values and priorities, and is
not a time for self-punishment.
Throughout Lent, the worship services of the church take on a
simpler tone, appropriate to this season. Banners are often removed
from the church. Crosses showing the risen Christ are veiled. The
word “Alleluia” is not used in the words of the liturgy or hymns.
These practices help the worshipping community to mark this season
of renewal as a special time in the church year. Lent is a time to draw closer to the Triune God and see it
is He who gives salvation and life and daily bread.

OBSERVING LENT
The custom is to mark the season of Lent by giving up some things and taking on others. Both can serve
to mark the season as a holy time of preparation. Some examples of things people give up for Lent
include sweets, meat for all or some meals, alcohol or even Facebook. In most cases, giving up something
for Lent can be made more meaningful by using the money or time for another purpose. For example,
meal times on fast days could be spent in prayer. Some things added during Lent are daily Bible reading,
fasting on Fridays, times of prayer, increasing our financial offerings, attending extra worship services,
taking a Bible course of study related in some way to spirituality.
Note that the season of Lent is forty days plus the six Sundays. This is because Sundays are celebrations
of Jesus’ resurrection and are always an appropriate day to lessen the restrictions of Lent; in other words
Sundays are “little Easters,” and therefore not technically considered a day of Lenten fasting. So if you
have, for example, given up chocolate for Lent, you could indulge in a weekly candy bar on Sunday.
Lent is also an especially appropriate time for confession. While confession to a pastor is not required to
receive God’s forgiveness, it can be a meaningful rite of reconciliation to God. Our Lenten focus on the
cross and Passion of our Lord Jesus Christ is not aimed at an emotional response, nor is it an appeal for
greater effort or heroic self-sacrifice on the part of sinners. Rather, Lent is a pointed proclamation and
confession of the Law and Gospel, a preaching of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. Lent is properly
penitential and most surely catechetical when it brings the cross to sinners and sinners to the cross of
Christ as the fountain and source of forgiveness, life, and salvation.

OPENING HYMN: 738 Lord of All Hopefulness

*Please follow Vespers service found on page 229 in LSB.
Stand

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
L

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Kneel; silence for self-examination

C

L
C

I confess to God Almighty, before the whole company of heaven and to you, my brothers
and sisters, that I have sinned in thought, word, and deed by my fault, by my own fault, by
my own most grievous fault; wherefore I pray God Almighty to have mercy on me, forgive
me all my sins, and bring me to everlasting life. Amen.
The almighty and merciful Lord grant you pardon, forgiveness, and remission of all your sins.
Amen.

Sit

FIRST READING
1

Exodus 20:1-17

And God spoke all these words, saying,
2
“I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery.
3
“You shall have no other gods before me.
4
“You shall not make for yourself a carved image, or any likeness of anything that is in heaven
above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. 5You shall not bow down to
them or serve them, for I the LORD your God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the
children to the third and the fourth generation of those who hate me, 6but showing steadfast love to
thousands of those who love me and keep my commandments.
7
“You shall not take the name of the LORD your God in vain, for the LORD will not hold him
guiltless who takes his name in vain.
8
“Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. 9Six days you shall labor, and do all your work,
10
but the seventh day is a Sabbath to the LORD your God. On it you shall not do any work, you, or your
son, or your daughter, your male servant, or your female servant, or your livestock, or the sojourner who
is within your gates. 11For in six days the LORD made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them,
and rested the seventh day. Therefore the LORD blessed the Sabbath day and made it holy.
12
“Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be long in the land that the LORD your
God is giving you.
13
“You shall not murder.
14
“You shall not commit adultery.
15
“You shall not steal.
16
“You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.
17
“You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his
male servant, or his female servant, or his ox, or his donkey, or anything that is your neighbor’s.”
L
O Lord, have mercy on us.
C
Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING

Mark 15:16-22

16

And the soldiers led him away inside the palace (that is, the governor’s headquarters), and they
called together the whole battalion. 17And they clothed him in a purple cloak, and twisting together a
crown of thorns, they put it on him. 18And they began to salute him, “Hail, King of the Jews!” 19And
they were striking his head with a reed and spitting on him and kneeling down in homage to him. 20And
when they had mocked him, they stripped him of the purple cloak and put his own clothes on him. And
they led him out to crucify him.
21
And they compelled a passerby, Simon of Cyrene, who was coming in from the country, the
father of Alexander and Rufus, to carry his cross. 22And they brought him to the place called Golgotha
(which means Place of a Skull).
L
O Lord, have mercy on us.
C
Thanks be to God.

RESPONSORY

SERMON: Pastor Voorman – “You Shall Not Murder”

OFFICE HYMN: 450 O Sacred Head, Now Wounded

Kneel

KYRIE

THE LORD’S PRAYER
C

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be
done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and
ever. Amen.

COLLECT FOR LENT
L

C

Almighty, everlasting God, for our many sins we justly deserve eternal condemnation. In Your
mercy You sent Your dear Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, who won for us forgiveness of sins and
everlasting salvation. Grant us a true confession that, dead to sin, we may be raised up by Your
life-giving absolution. Grant us Your Holy Spirit that we may be ever watchful and live truly and
godly lives in Your service; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

COLLECT FOR PEACE
L

O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works, give to us, Your
servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey Your
commandments and also that we, being defended from the fear of our enemies, may live in peace
and quietness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

BENEDICAMUS

BENEDICTION

CLOSING HYMN: 451 Stricken, Smitten, and Afflicted

Join us next week online for “Honor Your Father & Mother!”

